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OMB Uniform Guidance Implementation: Summary of Pre-Award Changes 

What’s changing? What is the change? What else do I need to know? 
Charging Administrative 
Costs to Sponsored Projects 
(Section 200.413) 
 

You no longer have to prove you have a “major 
project.” Instead, you have to prove the 
administrative assistance is “integral” to the 
project. 

Administrative costs have to be “integral” to the project. 

Individuals involved have to be specifically identified with the project 
or activity. 

Costs must be explicitly included in the budget and budget 
justification or you will need prior written approval from the Federal 
awarding agency before charging. 

The costs must not be recovered as indirect costs. 

Charging Computing Devices 
to Sponsored Projects 
(Section 200.453) 

Computing devices that cost less than $5,000 
are considered a supply and can be charged as 
a direct cost.  

The computing device does not have to be 
100% dedicated to the sponsored project. 

UNC Charlotte will continue to require a strong budget justification 
explaining why the computing device is needed for the project. 

Cost Sharing (Section 
200.306) 

Cost sharing on Federal proposals cannot be 
used as a factor during the merit review of a 
proposal unless it is both in accordance with 
the Federal awarding agency regulations and is 
specified in the FOA. 

NSF still prohibits all cost sharing unless it is required in the 
solicitation. 

Visa Costs (Section 200.463) Short-term travel visa costs (including H-1 or 
J-1) can be direct charged when critical skills 
are required for a specific project.  

Applies to short-term visa costs only. Premium processing fees or 
dependent form fees are not allowable. Long-term visa costs (green 
cards) are not allowable as a direct cost. 

Dependent Care at 
Conferences (Section 200.432) 

The costs of identifying, but not providing, 
locally available dependent-care resources are 
allowable. 

The cost of staff time to locate on-site or off-site child care providers 
can be charged to the Federal award if such costs can meet the criteria 
of “integral to the project.” See “Charging Administrative  Costs” 
above. 

Dependent Care on Travel 
(Section 200.474) 

Temporary dependent care costs are allowable 
under some conditions. 

State of North Carolina Travel Policy prohibits this. 
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What’s changing? What is the change? What else do I need to know? 
Publication Costs (Section 
200.461) 

Publication costs can be charged during the 90-
day closeout period. 

If you plan to charge publication costs during the closeout period, you 
should work closely with Grants and Contracts Administration so that 
they are aware of the charge. 

Participant Support Costs 
(Sections 200.75, 200.456 and 
200.68) 

Definition (200.75): Direct costs for items such 
as stipends, subsistence allowances, travel 
allowances, and registration fees paid to or on 
behalf of participants or trainees (but not 
employees) for conferences or training 
projects. 

Participant support costs are allowable with the 
prior approval of the Federal awarding agency. 

Participant support costs will be excluded from 
the MTDC base in the budget.  

Cannot be used for UNC Charlotte employees. 
 
Including participant support costs in the proposal budget and budget 
justification constitutes prior approval. 
 

Subrecipient Monitoring and 
Management (Sections 
200.330, 200.331, 200.332 and 
200.92) 

The word “vendor” has been replaced with the 
word “contractor,” but the distinction between 
the two remains largely the same. 

Increased responsibilities for subrecipient 
monitoring. 

Fixed price subawards are limited to $150,000. 

Provides for a 10% de minimus F&A rate for 
subrecipients who don’t have a negotiated rate. 

For projects that include subrecipients, a Subrecipient Form must be 
completed for each subrecipient and attached in NORM before the 
proposal can be submitted.  

The proposal submitter must also complete a Subrecipient Risk 
Assessment for each subrecipient. 

Complete information about subrecipient monitoring at the proposal 
stage can be found on the Research Services and Outreach website 
(http://research.uncc.edu/departments/office-research-services-
outreach-orso/proposal-submission-information/subrecipient-
monitoring). 

PI Absence from a Project 
(Section 200.308) 

The Uniform Guidance recognizes that a PI 
can be absent from campus while still 
remaining engaged in the project.  

Prior approval from the Federal sponsor will be needed in the 
following cases: 

 Change in the scope or objectives or change in key person(s) 
identified in the proposal. 

 Disengagement from the project for more than 3 months. 
 A reduction in time devoted to the project of 25% or more 

from the proposed and awarded level. 
 

 


