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OMB Uniform Guidance Implementation :   Cost Principles 

 “Direct costs” are those costs that can be identified specifically with a particular sponsored 
project or other internally or externally funded activity, or that can be directly assigned to 
such activities relatively easily with a high degree of accuracy. In contrast, “indirect costs,” or 
facilities and administrative (F&A) costs, are those, such as building operations and 
maintenance, administrative personnel and systems, and other similar costs, which benefit 
many activities. Costs incurred for the same purpose in like circumstances must be treated 
consistently, as either direct or indirect costs. See 2 C.F.R. §§ 200.403, 405 and 413. 

Costs requiring prior approval must specifically be requested in the proposal budget 
or in writing before incurring the cost. 

 

Topic Reference 
 

Directly chargeable to the award? Prior Agency approval 
required 

 

Implementation 
Action for campus 

 
Administrative 

and Clerical 
Salaries and 

Costs 
 

 
CFR  200.413 / 

200.430 

 
Yes, if they are integral to a project, can be 
specifically identified, and are not also 
recovered as indirect costs.  

 

 
Yes, budget justification 
must explain integral nature 
of the services to the project. 

 

 
Final determination of 
integral to the project will 
be determined by 
authorized proposal 
approvers on campus 

 
Computing 

Devices 
(under 

$5,000/unit) 
 

 
CFR 200.453 

 

 
 Yes, provided they are essential and allocable, 
even if not solely dedicated to the project. The 
project must not have reasonable access to other 
devices or equipment that can achieve the same 
purpose. Devices may not be purchased for 
reasons of convenience or preference. 

 

 
 No, if computing devices are 
itemized in the detailed budget 
and the budget justification in 
the proposal and must explain 
how the devices are essential 
and allocable to the project.  

 

 
If not in the proposal, 
justification is to be sent to 
GCA to obtain sponsor 
approval. 

 

 

For any cost to be allowable under a federal award, it 
must be: 

1. Necessary and reasonable for the performance 
of the award and allocable thereto; 

2. Conform to any limitations set forth in the 
award document 

3. Be consistent with campus policies  and 
procedures that apply uniformly to federal  
funds and other funds; and 

4. Be treated consistently across campus. 
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Topic Reference 
 

Directly chargeable to the award? Prior Agency approval 
required 

 

Implementation 
Action for campus 

Fixed Amount 
Subawards 

 

CFR 200.445 / 
200.201, 200.332 

Yes, fixed amount subawards may be awarded up to the 
Simplified Acquisition Threshold ($150,000).  
 

Yes, if not specified in the 
proposal that the subaward will be 
fixed price, GCA will obtain 
approval for issuance of the 
subaward from the sponsor. 

PI needs to provide solid 
rationale for fixed price 
subawards including 
specific 
deliverables/milestones. 

Participant 
Support 

Costs 

CFR 200.75 / 
200.456 

Yes, items such as stipends or subsistence allowances, 
travel allowances, and registration fees paid to or on 
behalf of participants or trainees (but not employees) in 
connection with conferences or training projects.  
 
Participant Support costs are excluded from MTDC in the 
proposal budget.  
 

Yes, if not in the proposal or if 
shifting budget from participant 
support to other budget line items 

Participant support costs 
are maintained in a 
separate subfund of the 
award. 

Publication and 
Printing 

 

CFR 200.461 Yes.  Permitted outside the period of award if incurred 
before closeout of the award, provided they are allocable 
to the project. 

No, if specified in the budget. If charging in the closeout 
period, please work with 
GCA so they are aware of 
the expected cost after 
award. 

Rearrangements 
and reconversion 

costs 

CFR 200.462 Yes, if essential and allocable to the project Yes, request must explain the 
benefit to the project  

Department or College 
send request to GCA 

Visas (short term) 
 
 

 
 

CFR 200.463 
 

Yes, if directly connected and necessary to the project No, if specified in the budget 
justification 

If expect to need short 
term visas for travelers, 
include in proposal 
budget. 

Taxes CFR 200.470 Yes, except for selected taxes related to land and federal 
income tax 

No Foreign subcontractors 
may need to show their 
countries’ requirement if 
including VAT (value added 
tax) tax in their invoice 

 


